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NEWS. 

The American Museum of Natural History of New York has had 
twenty-three representatives in the field during the past summer. 

A monument to Johannes Miiller was unveiled at Coblenz, his 
birthplace, on October 2. The principal address was given by Pro- 
fessor Waldeyer. 

Sir John William Dawson died November 19. He was born in 
Pictou, N. S., Oct. 13, 1820. He was educated there and in Edin- 
burgh. In 1842 he accompanied Lyell in his tour through the 
United States. In 1855 he became principal of McGill College, at 
Montreal. His work was largely in geological lines, and his most 
important contributions related to the geology of the maritime prov- 
inces. He published a large number of popular works, mostly upon 
geology and in opposition to the theory of evolution, of which, among 
scientific men, he was about the last opponent. He was knighted 
for his work in 1885. 

Professor L. V. Pirsson, of Yale, succeeds the late Professor 
Marsh as one of the associate editors of the American Journal of 
Science. 

The New York Zoological Gardens were formally opened Novem- 
ber 8. They now contain 850 animals. 

Appointments : Rollo K. Beatie, instructor in botany in the Agri- 
cultural College of Washington. — Dr. August N. Berlese, professor 
of natural sciences in the Royal Lyceum at Camerino, Italy. — M. 
Chatin, professor of histology in the faculty of sciences at the Sor- 
bonne, Paris. — Alessandro Coggi, professor of zoology in the Uni- 
versity of Siena. — Dr. Edward D. Copeland, assistant professor of 
botany in the University of West Virginia. — Dr. Carl E. Correns, 
professor extraordinarius of botany in the University of Tubingen. 

— Edgar R. Cummings, instructor in geology in Indiana University. 

— Dr. G. V. N. Dearborn, assistant in physiology in the Harvard 
Medical School. — Professor J. B. De Torri, of Padua, professor of 
botany in the University of Camerino. — Dr. Sigmund Fuchs, pro- 
fessor of anatomy and physiology in the Vienna Agricultural Station. 
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— Dr. K. W. Genthe, instructor in zoology in the University of 
Michigan. — A. W. Gibb, lecturer on geology in the University of 
Aberdeen. — Dr. L. C. Glenn, professor of geology in North Carolina 
College. — Dr. S. J. Holmes, instructor in zoology in the University 
of Michigan. — Dr. H. S. Jennings, instructor in zoology in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. — Dr. J. B. Johnson, assistant professor of biol- 
ogy in the University of West Virginia at Morgantown. — Dr. A. C. 
Lane, state geologist of Michigan. — Dr. Henry Sabin Leake, pro- 
fessor of anatomy in Williams College. — Dr. M. von Lenhossek, 
professor of anatomy in the University at Budapest. — J. J. Lister, 
fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. — George W. Martin, of 
Indianapolis, professor of biology in Vanderbilt University, at Nash- 
ville, Tenn. — • Dr. Merton L. Miller, associate in anthropology in 
the University of Chicago. — C. B. Morey, assistant professor of 
anatomy and physiology in the Ohio State University. — • Dr. Pegl, 
docent in physiology in the University at Graz. — A. C. Seward, 
fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. — John L. Sheldon, in- 
structor in biology in the Nebraska State Normal School at Peru. — 
James Y. Simpson, lecturer on natural science in the Free Church 
College, Glasgow. — Professor Baldwin Spencer, honorary director 
of the Natural Museum at Melbourne, Australia. — Dr. Otto Stapf, 
chief assistant in the Kew Herbarium. — W. H. Twelvetrees, geolo- 
gist to the government of Tasmania. — • Dr. Karl Wenle, assistant in 
the Ethnological Museum in Leipzig. — Dr. William Morton Wheeler, 
professor of zoology in the University of Texas. — Dr. R. S. Wood- 
worth, assistant in physiology in the Medical School of the University 
of New York. 

Deaths : Mr. Grant Allen, a well-known writer on popular science, 
in London, October 25, aged 51. — Professor J. B. Carnoy, the well- 
known cytologist of Louvain, September 6, in Schuls, Engadine. — 
Professor Erhardt, formerly director of the Natural History Museum 
at Coburg, Germany, aged 80. — Dr. A. Ernst, director of the National 
Museum at Caracas, Venezuela. — Pasquale Freda, director of the 
Agricultural Experiment Station at Rome, July 4. — Charles Howie, 
bryologist, of St. Andrews, Scotland. — Dr. Walter J. Hoffmann, well 
known for his researches upon American anthropology, at Reading, 
Pa., November 8, aged 53. — Dr. F. Kuhla, botanical collector, in 
Mafiaos, Brazil. — Dr. Edouard Petri, professor of geography and 
anthropology in the University of St. Petersburg, aged 45. — Dr. 
Karl Russ, ornithologist, at Berlin, September 29, aged 66. — Mr. 
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W. A. Snow, instructor in entomology in Leland Stanford University, 
drowned in the harbor of San Francisco, October 10. — James 
Simpson, curator of the Anatomical Museum of the University of 
Edinburgh. — Dr. Luther Dana Woodbridge, professor of anatomy 
in Williams College, November 3, aged 49. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

To the Editor American Naturalist : 

Sir, — In re Mesenchyme vs. Mesenchyma permit me to differ for 
the following reasons : 

1. Mesenchyme is shorter and hence better. 

2. According to the Standard Dictionary it is the preferred form. 

3. It is certainly formed on the analogy of a long list of common 
scientific names in our language, vertebrate from Vertebrata. 

4. It is a more natural English form. 

5. Do you use the word " chyme " ? May I not claim that " it 
has good usage " ? Why then is mesenchyme a "foreign hybrid " ? 

Very cordially yours, 

Henry B. Ward. 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Oct. 12, 1899. 



